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2. Impulse talks (40min)
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• African Centre for Cities
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4. Closing (5min)
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21 October 2021

Innovate for 
sustainable 
development



• Develop innovative solutions that accelerate the advancement of SDGs related 
to cities and urbanization

• Apply research projects at the intersection between urbanization, innovation 
and technology

• Analyse urbanization trends and develop scenarios, prototypes and solutions
which demonstrate the power of digital technologies to solve urban challenges

• Based in Hamburg at the HafenCity University / CityScienceLab

UNITAC Hamburg
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Mapping, spatial analysis, data analytics and 
visualization

People-centered smart cities and communities

Open, transparent and participatory governance of 
data and digital platforms

UNITAC Thematic Areas



Support to Public Policy Observatory in 
Alagoas, Brazil

• Informative international best practices
• Visual data storytelling
• UNITAC toolkit on creating data labs



• Up-to-date maps of informal settlements

• Better planning and priorization of urban 
upgrading interventions

• Improved service delivery capacities

Using AI to Map Informal Settlements in 
eThekwini, South Africa

Source: Own illustration



Data Analysis Automation for the UN-Habitat 
City Resilience Profiling Tool (CRPT)

• Developing a conceptual model & 
knowledge graph

• Developing a standardised taxonomy of 
stresses and shocks with indicators

• Data analysis automation



UNITAC website: https://UNITAC.un.org

Contact us at 
UNITAC@un.org

https://unitac.un.org/
https://unitac.un.org/
mailto:UNITAC@un.org
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Pontus Westerberg
Programme Management Officer, Innovation Section, 
UN-Habitat, and UNITAC

Impulse Talk 1



Teresa Kerber
International Smart Cities Network project lead, GIZ

Impulse Talk 2



Maryke van Staden
Director of ICLEI's Bonn Center for Local Climate 
Action and Reporting (carbonn Climate Center) and 
Director of Business Development, ICLEI

Impulse Talk 3



Andrea Pollio
Researcher, African Centre for Cities & 
Politecnico di Torino

Impulse Talk 4
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